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a superfluity created on the basis of
the correct recognition of the lack of

and grace and such a fear of sensuali-

ty.

For so much has been based on the
rear end of a house designed by an arnecessity."
chitect who saw the world through
Indeed.
mechanistic and Kafka-esque
The last two thirds of the book con- glasses, and who thought of his work
sists of photographic and verbal as cold and logical philosophical
descriptions of each of Adolf Loos'' statements.
The world is neither logical nor
designs, and there can be no quarrel
mechanistic, but is full of chaos and
with this section of the book.
humor. And though the somewhat
As is usual with a Rizzoli, which has
prose of Benedetto
justifiable
reputation for rich and turgid
a
Gravagnuolo's
book tends to take
appetizing layouts, this chronological
itself
too
seriously,
he has provided
.sequence of the architectural works all those who care about our environof Adolf Loos is not only informative
ment with important insights as to
and scholarly, but a delight to lmk at.
why we have allowed it to develop in
There is little that is sensuous about the way that it has over the last three
the architecture of Adolf Loos, and quarters of a century. The author's
Gravagnualo rightly equates his real failing has been to concentrate
buildings with the writings of Wit- on the aesthetic and on the theoretical
tgenstein when he states, "Loos' aspects of the work and not to.place
motivation is at bottom theoretical, that development, and specifically
and is a dedication to the achieve- Loos' architecture, within the
ment of the exact formulation of economie framework of his times.
language. Strictly speaking it is more
And then there is Martin Heidigger
correct to describe Loos' work as whom Benedetto Gravagnualo quotes
logical formalism and not as ar- as saying: "We can only construct a
chitectonic abstractism. "
building if we know how to live in it. "
As one reads this text, and gazes at
Which provides food for thought for
the illustrations, it becomes easier to a whole'nother book.
realize how the sterility and imIfan Payne is music critic for The
potence of so much of this century's
Mercury, and associate professor in
architecttue came about, and why the department of pre-design profesthere has been such a lack of warmth sionols ot Konsos State Universitv.

